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Agricultural Digitalization and the Development of New Agricultural Operators

GAO Yang'? WANG Shoupeng® HAN Ziming'
(1. School of Economics, Qufu Normal University, Rizhao 276826, China ;
2. Center for Studies of China Western Economic Development , Northwestern University, Xian 710127, China ;
3. School of Economics and Management , Northwestern University » Xian 710127, China ;

4. China Academy for Rural Development , Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: Promoting the development of new agricultural operators is the key to promoting rural re-
vitalization and building an agricultural power. Based on the scientific measurement of the added
value of interprovincial agricultural digitalization, this paper empirically analyzes the effect and
mechanism of agricultural digitalization empowering the development of new agricultural operators
by combining the 2013—2020 CCAD data and CFPS data. It is found that agricultural digitalization
significantly promotes the development of new agricultural operators, which is still true after ro-
bustness test. In particular, agricultural digitalization has a stronger effect on new agricultural oper-
ators in non-grain producing areas, old revolutionary base areas and ethnic areas. The mechanism
shows that agricultural digitalization empowers the development of new agricultural operators by al-
leviating the constraints of employment costs, land circulation, financing and sales. Further
analysis shows that agricultural digitalization can cooperate with new agricultural operators to drive
the " grain orientation' of agricultural planting structure. Based on this, this paper proposes that in
order to develop new agricultural operators, the digital transformation of agriculture should be fur-
ther promoted, and a new pattern of agricultural digital development, empowerment and inclusive
policy enlightenment should be formed.

Key words: Agriculture Digitalization; New Agricultural Operators; Grain Orientation
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